Appl.No. 10/682,587 

Amdt dated July 6, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of April 6, 2006 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action mailed on April 6, 2006, the Examiner objected to claims 2 and 6-9 as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim and has indicated that these claims would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Accordingly, Applicants have now amended claims 2 and 6-9 as independent claims by 
incorporating all the limitations from the only claim, i.e., claim 23, from which these claims depend. 

In the same Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 3-5 and 23 as being anticipated by 
Thomas. To further the prosecution of this application, Applicants have canceled claims 3-5 and 23 
herein without prejudice. Applicants also amended claims 1 and 24 for clarity. 

The Applicants believe that this amendment deals with all issues presented in the Office 
Action, and that claims 1-2, 6-9, and 24-3 1 should now be in condition for allowance. 
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SUMMARY 



It is believed that the foregoing amendments and remarks deal with all grounds of objections 
and rejections, and that all of the claims remaining in this application are in condition for allowance. 

If the Examiner believes that it would facilitate prosecution, Applicants' Attorney, Laurie A. 
Axford, may be contacted at (619) 696-6700 or at laxford@gordonrees.com . 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including 
extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 50-1990 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account. 



GORDON & REES, LLP 

101 West Broadway, Suite 1600 

San Diego, California 92 1 0 1 -82 1 7 

Phone: (619)696-6700 

Facsimile: (619)696-7121 

Attorney Docket No. BDCER- 1029200 



Respectfully submitted, 





Registration No. 35,053 



Please recognize our Customer Number 27111 
as our correspondence address. 
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